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CRITIC’S PICK

A.l. Art Thats More Than a
Gimmick? Meet AARON

The British painter Harold Cohen spent over four decades
refining his collaborator: an image-generating robot.
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“Coming to a Lighter Place” (1988) may be the sweet spot of Cohen and AARON’s
collaboration. Here, AARON painted the black outlines, and Cohen fleshed out the

bathers and jungle with dense color. Harold Cohen Trust, via Whitney Museum of American
Art

The current generation of A.I. image-generating software, from
text-to-image programs like Dall-E to splashy animations by Refik
Anadol, rely on huge data sets of millions of pictures (many of
them copyrighted works by others), which they process and
regurgitate. AARON proceeds like a painter: stroke by stroke,
following rules for depth and perspective, balanced compositions
and color theory, and pulling from a small vocabulary of forms.
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Article
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Timothy Stott
Published online: 10 September 2021
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m . Collection: Grove Art Online
Cohen Aaron computer art. In addition to AARON, Cohen also designed several painting machines, including flatbed
o lotters, a robotic, mark-making “turtle,” and a color-mixing robot. From the early 1980s, Cohen added
KA A P
® OH 9' |_-I X|- o EA-I H | — knowledge of human anatomy—a “body grammar” (Boden 1996)—to AARON’s repertoire to produce
series of figurative works. Uniquely, curator Jasia Reichardt writes, “AARON was less a tool than
Y OXfO rd Art O N | | ne Cohen’s student learning to develop its own ideas” (Reichardt 1987, 371). In conversation with Ray
Kurzweil in 1987, Cohen quipped that, because of AARON, he would be the first artist
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Cohen, Harold &

https://doi-org-ssl.access.ewha.ac.kr/10.1093/benz/9780199773787.article.B00040074
Published online: 31 October 2011

British, 20th century, male.
Born 1 May 1928, in London.
Painter, screen printer.
Computer Art.

Situation Group.

Harold Cohen is the brother of Bernard Cohen. He studied at the Slade School between
1948 and 1952 and then in Italy. From 1956 to 1959 he was Fellow in Fine Arts at the
University of Nottingham and the received a bursary that enabled him to work in New
York from 1959 to 1961. He lived in London and taught at the Slade School from 1962.

Cohen began painting under the influence of American Expressionist art. His paintings
later became reduced to regular, horizontal bands of colour. He belongs to the Situation
group, and finds his true expression in the use of a static interplay of interconnecting
spiral forms which combine, separate and produce visual rhythms borrowed from the
world of biology. His screen prints have been sold in Germany.
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